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The world this week
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The White House deniced that
these had been any collusion
between Donald Trump's
election campaign and the
Russian awthorities, afier
e-mails surfaced of a meeting
between Bronald Trompjunior
and a Russian lawyver. Donabd
Juenbar met the Russian hoping
te abdain incriminating infor-
meation on Hillary Clinten,
possibly brea king American
campaipn lw even though no
information was forthcoming.
The president was apparently
not awan of the meeting,

Heatings io confirm Mr
Trumip's replacern ent for [afmes
Comey as divector of the ¥y
were held in the Senate. Chris-
topher Wray told the Judclary
Commitee ihat he would
resign if the president asked
himn ro do anyihing illegal and
ihal ke had ned been asked o
pledee his loyalty 1o b Trump,
unlike M Comey, whes clairms
he was asked 10

M Trurnp's commuiss]on g
electoral fraud suspended its
request for slates 1o subinll
information on volers after
legal challenges from privacy
and civil-rights grougs. The
coanmission was created by Mr
Trump to investigate his claim
that millions of people voled
ilegally In last vear's election,
which he has not substantia
ed with anyg evidense

Unlucky Lula

A Federal judge in Brazil found
Luiz [ndcio Lula da Silva.
former president, guilty of
taking a bribe and sentenced
him to & lmeost ten vears in
prison. The judge, who leads
the “Car Wash" investigations
into bribery of politclans and

officials by large Braziiian
COMPanies, faand Mrda Sitea
guiltyof receiving a beachside
apartment in the state ol 540
Paulo weorth 2.2m reais
(fbomo0ok Mr da Silve, whose
Law yers say the conviction is
poditically motivated, can
remniain at liberty while ha
appeals.

Venezruela's supreme court
ordered that Lecpoldo Lapez, a
leader of the opposition to the
couniry"s authoritarian rée-
gime, be moved outof prison
and placed under house arrest,
MrLipes had served thres
vearsola 13-year sentence for
imciting violence during prot
E515 in 2004. The opposition
says the accusation is false.

Colomibia’s president, Juan
Manuel Santos, signed & de-
cree giving amnesiy 1o 3,600
mermbers of the pars. They
are the last of the 7,000 puerril
Las deermed not guiley of seri-
ous crmes who have been
granted amnesty or released
from prison. Farc fighters
accised of seriouws crimes will
be put on trial by & special
tribumal,

Bonfires and the vanities

The Gao summil in Hambirg
saw Donald Trump and Viadi-
mit Putin hold their firse meed
g America lambasted for
puliing ot of the Paris accord
on climare change and X1
Jinping pledge China's support
o an open global economy,
Hambugg's mayor was criti-
ciszd For not dodng encugh to
stop tihree nights of rioting by
antl-globalisation protesters,

In Turkey hundreds of thou-
sands of protesters rallied in
Istanbul against the crack-
down on the opposition that
hias been in force sinee the
armempted coup a year aga,

The ko approved an sssoria:
tion agreement with Ukraine
after years of delay It wasthe
refusal of the former Ukrai
nian president, Viktor Yanuho-
vich, o sign this agresment
and his turn fowards Kussia
that sparked the Maidan prod-
estsin 2oy and 304 that bed to
his dowrniall,

Claiming victory

Iraq's prirue minister, Haider
al-abadl, wisited Mosul, o
mark its liberation From Islam-
ic Saate. However, & e small
pockers of 18 resisiance remain
in fradg's second city

The respecied Syrian Dhserva-
tory for Human R ights said it
believes the leader of 15, Al
Bakr al-Baghdadi, has been
killed: However, there is still
no confirmation of this.

America’s secretary of Slate,
Bex Tillerson, visited Datar
hoping to brokera salution (o
thee crizds that hasseen the Gulf
siate parijally blockaded by its
neighbours. He said he had
regched an agreement with
Catar o eounier-fermrism.

Boko Heram, & Migerian jila-
dist groug, released a video
showing its members murder-
ing eight willagers it accvsad of
being apostates. Nigeria®s
army has pushed the growp
ot of clses and iownsin
northern Migeria but has no
been able o stop i1 from anack
ing chwilians,

The head of the electoral com-
mrission i the Democratic
Republic of Congo said thar it
wioutld probably not be pos-
sible to hold a presidential
election this vear, as it prom-
ied In o deal srruck between
oprposition parties and Joseph
Kabila. the president whoge
fimal term ended lasd vear

Hidden fortunes
Court-appointed investigators
in Pakistan found that Nawaz
Sharif, the prime minister,
could not adegquately explain
where his wealth comes from.
The supreme court isdue m
decide how to respond 1o the
findings on July b b eould
rernove him from office orreder
him to & cormuprion tribunsl

Lin Xiaobo, a Chinese palid-
cal prisoner and Nobel peace
lasreate, was reporied wa be m
critical condition. The hosplial
ereating him for pdvanced liver
cancer said he was suffering
frowm organ fablure. Mr Liu iy
edght vears info an w-year jail
sentence for his pro-democra
cy writings.

Chimese ships set=ail fioa
Ditbouid carrving troops who
will open China's first over-
seas military bage. The govern:
rment siys the base will be
used io suppon peacekeeping
and humaniarian peojects in
Africa.

Thecendidate of the Demar-
cratic Party, Khalmaa Baitulga,
wan Mongolia’s presideniial
ElECiEnn, pmlungi nga |:|:ri;|:||:|
of divided government. Mr
Batiulgs promises io share oul
the country™s mineral wealth,

India's cupreme court sus:
pended a povernment order
banning the sale of cattle fod
slaughter. The prtection of
covas, which are satred to
Hindis, has become B seciart
anigsue in India, where many
in the meat-packing industry
are Muslim.

Braaking news

satellive images showed that a
huge iceberg has split from the
Larsen o ice shelf in Antarcica.
The s 800 square kilometne
chunk of ice, about five fimes
the size of Hong Kong, some of
the higgest ever recorded. Such
calving of ice-shelves occurs
naturally and ks not directly
linked 1o rising plobal surface
temperatures related v cli-
rate change. There are fears,
however, that the shelf could
im fnure share the fare of 71
neighbour, Larsen B, which
disintegrated entirely withina
e weeks In 200,




