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The world this week
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Politics

In one of the most stunning
failures of an American
ROVErning party to get i1s signa-
bwre lepislation passed in
Congress, the RBepublican
health-care hill in the Senate
stalled. afier mare Republican
senators said they would not
supportit, The party hassperit
SEVET! Fears verwing to aver-
rurn and replace Obamacare
with its own health-care plan.
Cronakd Tromp's call for his
party te go ahead and mpeal
Obamacare anmyway was med
with lttle enthusdgem. The
Drermccraks urged the Repub
licans to co-operate with them
on fixing Dbamacane's flavws.

John McCain has been diag-
nosed with brain cancer. Mr
MeCain s o widely respected
senator on both sldes of the
aisle. The So-year-old Repub-
tican, who ran as the parry's
presidential candidite against
Barack Obamain 2008, i
copsulting with doctors abiout
when he can miurn o worls,

The Trump administration
announced that itwould allow
mare visas for forebgn work-
ers in seasonal jobs in order to
help businessés that cant Kl
vacancies. The announcement
wis seen by some as being ot
odds with Mr Trump's cam-
paign pledpe to put Anserlcan
workers first.

M1 Trump said he imended r
naminate jon Hunisman as
America’s ambassador o
Russia. Mr Hunteman isa
moderate Republican, a one
lirne governor of Utah and a
former ambassadorto China,
He ran unsuccessiully forthe
party's nomination for
president in 2011

The year of living dangerousky
Makhosi Khoza, an sar from
South Africa’s ruling African
mational Congress, called her
party’s leader, President Jacob
Zuma, "o disprace"”. She imme-
diately received death threats
and his been given round-the-
clock security.

The Trump adminitration
cancelled 8 programme thai
armed and trained moderate
Syrian rebels fighting the
Assad reglme. The programme
was introduced in 2013 amd
wis never wery effective, bt
the Bussians had always
apposed i,

Palestintan youihs ricted in
Eist Jerusalem over tighter
SECUTIY measunes 3t Temple
Miount The new measures are
i response to ihe flal shooting
of twia lsraeli policemen,
which closed the Temple
Mount compound for the Grse
tirme in decades,

Saudi Arabis and the United
Arah Emirates vwatered down
a list of demands they are
making of Quatar, iis fellow
Gull state onvwhich it has
imposed a partial blockads
sireoe last moniie The slepans
spparently simed at petting
out of the crisis they have
creabed.

The Saudi povernment tonk in
fir GuUESLIBRENE 4 waman whio
had allonwed herseli to be
flmed dressed in a miniskin
and crop-aof, and with
uncowvered hair

The popular wote

Maore than 75m Veneroelans,
about a third of the eleciarae,
voded in a referendum organ-
ised by the opposition to the
authoritgrian regime. Mearhy
0% of fnoters rejected & plan

by the president, Micolds Ma-
dur, to convene a constituent
assemiby to mewrite the consti-
uthon. The government sald
the referendum was illegal.

The American trade pepre-
sentative, Rober Lighthizer,
outlined the Tramp adminis
tratinn’s poals for reniegotiating
the Morth American Froe-
Trade Agreement with
Canadsand Mexico, He called
bor a reduction in the Ameri-
can irade deficitwith its part-
ners. stronger rules ol arigin
for geods that can be traded
dury-free writhin Morh Amserd-
ca amd changes i NAFTA'S
disputeresolution process

A judge in Peru ardered the
pre-rial detention of Ollanta
Humala, a former president,
and his wife. A prosecuiorhas
accused the couple of taking a
$1millegal donation during a
presidential election campaign
in 2o The couaple, who
turnied themseives in, deny
wrongdoing.

We don't swear allegiance

A court in Hong Komg rufed
that four pro-democracy law-
makors should be expeélled
from the leglskature for failing
io take theiroaths in & “sincere
and solemn®™ manner. The
court had similarly disbarred
two other opposition legisls-
tors in Movember, Theirsup-
porters ascuse the government
in Betjing of orchesirating the
cH5ES Bpainst therm,

The Chimnese povernimesn
arranged a funarl ceremony
fior Liu Xianbo, a Mobel peace-
prive-winmer who died of Hver
cancer while serving ann-vear
setitenco for subversion. Onby
family members and security
agents werne allowoed to attend.
Mr Line's ashes were depogited
at sea, Censors deleted condor
lesrces from social media.

The Cornimuniss Farty boss of
the Chinese regionof Chong-
ging. Sun Zhengeai, was dis-
rnissed ard placed under
investigntion for winlating
party rules. MrSun had been
considered as a possible suc-
ceseor o Xi linping. who, il he
fiolloows comvention, will step
ikorr ais the party's leader in

2022 Amally of Mr Xi. Chen
Min'er. took over as Chong-
glng’s party chief

The government of Indonesia
used new powers to ban Hiz-
but Tahrir. a group which
advocates the creation of an
Islamic caliphate, for under-
miining the consdtution,

A pEivirte jot bringing Abdul
Rashid Dostum, the viee-
precident of Afghanistan,
biome Fromm Turkey, was turmed
away by the authorities when
it tried te Lanvd in the Afghan
city of Mazar-i-Sharif. Mr
Crostum, who has fallen out
wiith the president, Ashraf
Ghani. Is organising a new
opposition coalition,

Moon fae-in, the president of
South Korea, proposed talks
with Marth Korea in order 1o
reduce tensions at the border
and reunite Familics separated
¢ 1l Komean war.

Legal wramgling

The BEuropeas Commission
hinted it may take action
against Poland i planmsed
changes o the fudiciary go
ahead, The ruling Law and
Justice party has already pui
the constitutional fribunal
under contrel of the exscutive
and now glans iooverhaul the
supreme court, Thousands of
Poles took to the streets by
protest aghinst the power grab.

General Fierre de Villiers
resigned as the head of
France's armed fowces ina
viery public spal with Emman-
uel Macron, the new president,
over the defence budged. Mr
Macron reminded a gathering
of army chiefs that 1 am pour
leader. He described the newr
army chiel, General Frangois
Lecointre, 858 “hero™
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Obamacare amyway was mel
with fttle enthusizem. The
Demaocrats urged the Repub-
licans o co-operate with them
on fixing Ohamacare’s faws

John McCain has been diag-
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lican, who ran as the pariy's
presidential candidate against
Barack Obamain 2008, is
conglting with dociors aboud
when he can return to work,

The Trump administration
announced that i§ would allow
more visas for forekgn wiork-
ers inseasonal jobsin ander to
helpbusinegses that can™ fill
vacancies. The announcemend
wiks seen by some as being at
odds with Mr Tremp's cam-
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Makhow Khoza, an sap frorm
South Africa’s ruling African
Mational Congress, called her
party’sleader, President Jacob
Lurma, “adisgrace™. She imme-
diately received death threats
and has been given round-the-
clock securing

The Trump adminisiration
cancetled a progrmme thai
armed and trained moderate
Syrian rebels fighting the
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wid introduced in 2013 and
was never very effectve, but
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apposed it -

Palestinian youthsrioted in
Easi Jerusalem over tighter
security mensures at Temple
Muount. The g measures are
d response o ihe fal shooting
of two lsraeli policemen,
which closed the Temple
Mount compound for the firs
time in decades.

Saudi Arabia and the Unied
Arab Emirates weatered dowen
alist of demands they are
making of Qatar, it fellow
Gulf state onwhich it has
imposed a partial blockads
since lastmonth. The step was
apparently aifmed at getting
ot of the crisis they have
created.

The Saudi povermment ionkin
for questtoning s woman whio
had allowed herself o be
filmed dressed in & miniskin
and crop-op, and with
uncovered hair.

The popular vote

More than 25m Veneruelans,
about a third of the eleciorane,
voted in a referendom organ-
ksed by the opposition to the
authorilarian regime. Mearty
100% of volers rejected aplan

by the president, Micolis Ma-
dura, to convene & constituent
pssembly to rewrite the consti
tution. The government said
the referendum was illegal,

The American trade repge
sentative, Robert Lighthizer,
outined the Trurmp adminis:
tralion's poals for renegotiating
the North American Free-
Trade Agreement with
Canada and Mexico. He called
fora reduction in the Ameri-
can wade deficit with its pare
ners, stronger meles of arigin
for goods that can be maded
duty-free within North Ameti-
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wrongdoing.
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A court inHong Kong ruled
that fvar pro-democracy law-
makers should be expelled
Irom the legiskature for failing
10 take their oaths ina “siricere
and solemn” manner. The
powrt had gim it.a:-l:,.' disharred
two ather opposition legisla-
forsin November, Their sup-
porters pocuwss the sovernmen
in Bedjiing of orchestrating the
cases ageingt them.

The Chinese govermment
arranged a funerl ceremony
for Liu Xiaobo, a Nobel peace-
prize winner who died of liver
carrcer while serving an n-vear
sentence for subversion. Only
family members and security
agents were allowed to attend.
Mt Lia's asheswere depasiied
at sea, Censors deleted condo-
lences feom social media

The Comimuinist Party boss of
the Chinese region of Chong-
qing. Sun Fhengeat, was dis-
missed and placed under
investipation for vialating
party rules. MeSun had been
considered a5 a possible sie-
cessor o Xi linplng. who, if he
Tollcoars comvention, will step
divwn as the party's leader in

2033, Anally of Mr Xi, Chen
Min‘er, ook overas Chong-
qing's party chief.

The government of Indonesia
used new ponasers 1o ban Hiz-
bt Tahrir, a group which
advocates the creation of an
Islamic caliphate, for under-
mining the constitution,

A privite jet bringing Abdul
Rashid Drosiwrny, the vice-
president of Afghanisian,
haomie from Turkey, was turmed
away by the authorities when
itreved o land inthe Afghan
city of Mazar-i-Sharif Mr
Croesturm, Wi has Gllen out
with the president, Ashraf
Crhamni, s organising & new
oppasition coalition,

Moon Jee-in, the pregident of
South Korea, proposed talks
with Morth Korea in ordes i
teduce terisions at the border
and reasdie Families separated
vy the Eorean war.

Legal wrangling

The Eurtpean Commibssion
hinted it may take action
apninst Poland if planmed
changes o the judiciary go
ahead. The raling Lavwr and
Justice party has already pui
thie constingtional tribural
urder contrel of the executive
and niow plans to overhaul the
supreme court, Thousands of
Foles took 10 the streets o
protestagainst the power grab:

General Fierre de Villiers
resigned as the head of
Framce"s armed forces ina
very public spat with Emman
uel Macmn, the new president,
aver the defence budger, Mr
Macron reminded a gathering
of arrmy chiefs that “1 am your
leader”. He described the niew
army chief, General Francoks
Lecointre, as 8 “hero™,



