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The world this week

The Economist

Iy 20Th 201

i'-*u titics

Americaimposed sanctions
on 13 Yenezuelan officialy
ahead of o planned election 1o
i constiteent assembly, widch
will have the power to rewrine
Venezuela's constituton. The
sanctions freepe the American
assets of the army chief, the
intertor myimister and the head
of the electoral commission
amang others and bar Ameri-
can companies from doing
tuasinss with them. Critles of
the Venezuelan regime say it
will use the proposed constin
entassembly 1ol ol
democracy. The opposition
called @ 4% hour strike to prot
esf againstit.

A show of farce

Chiness and Russian war-
ships staged & [odni exercise in
the Baltic Sea, their first togeth
erin those waters. Their navies
have steppesd up co-operation
in recent years, They have alsa
staged war games in the South
China Sea and the Mediterm:
mean. China wanis o show
that its navy can ogserate far
afield: boiheounimes also
share 3 resentment of Ameri-
can naval power,

Hong Kong said thal officials
from mainlznd China will
enforce immigration law
inside a new railway siationin
the city that is due 1o open late
nexi year. The move was con-
demmned by e dq'mnr;ml::,'
campaigners, who fearitisa
further encroachment on the
TeTrIinry's AubnnoTg

Martial law in Mindanao, the
second-langest island in the
Philippines, was extended
umntid the end ol the T, The
army is battling insurgenis
linked 10 IslarmbeState in the

city of Marawi. Meanwhile,
Rodrigo Duwterte, the country’s
fiery president, said he was
calling off peace talks with
Maoist rebels. Fe bas theeas-
enved 1o launch airstriloes at
sthools that teach children
Frorm the Liimaid ribe. He said
the schools were a breeding
eround for communists

The Taliban claimed responst-
bility for & hombing in Kshulin
winlch at least v people died.
The insurpenis alsa killed
dorens of soldiers in an attack
o an ammy base near Kanda-
nar. Owver 1600 cvilians wene
killed in Afghanistanin the
first half of the vear.

Australia’s minister for
resources stepped down afier
learming that he hodds dual
natkenalitg which the consgite
tiomn forbids for legistators.
Matthew Canavan said he had
e bdea he was also an alian
citrzen: hismother reglsserad
hin in 2006, Twio Greén party
SERAIOES PECETtly Tesigned
because they alse hold dual
nitionaliny:

Honourabde worship

bsrael's povernmend irled 1o
diffilse iengion over access fo
the al-Agsa mosgue in Jerusa-
lem by removing metal-detec
s 1 had installed there. But
their replacement by high-tach
camerasis not Hkely to prove
accegahle 1o Palestinians.

The Evropean Court of Justice
riled that Hamas, an Islamsist
groug that runs the Gaza Strip,
should rémain on the Bunoe
pean Linion's terrorist list.

Libya's two internal rivals, the
U N-backed prime ministes in
the westand the mifitary
commander of the east, metin
Paris and agreed o a ceasehre,

Mitabo Ninberl Sheka, a war-
lord accused of oversesing
mLass rape in the Democratic
Republic of Congo. gave
himself up o UN peacekeep-
ersan the east of the country,

They Il e poain court
Following a week of srreer
protesis agalnst planned
changes to the judiciary,
Polands precident, Andrze
Duda, vetoed fwa of three hills
seeking to limit the indepen:
dence of the courts Despite
the vels, the European Cormr
rmission issued a formal warm-
ing, giving Poland ane month
to address concerns over the
invernment's eforts to nohhie
the judiciary

Sweden’s government Bceda
political crisis fallowing a data
breach ot the tanspor agency.
Leaders from the centre-right
oppositban called fora
ne-comfidence vote apains:
thee e ministers fram the ruling
Social Dermocratic Party,

The European Courtof Jus-
tice's adviser fecommended
that itshould dismiss a legal
case brought by Hungary and
Elovalkia agained refupes quo-
tas. The Evropean Comrmis-
siom sent & formal request o
Poland, Hungary and the
Crech Repubdic to respect the
guotas, which aim fo case
pressurne on Greece and Haly,

The eurrefected Torkey's
reiest for new pocession
titlics, The gu has condermnead
the Turkish government's
security crackdown following
an atiempted coupin Julv 206
A trial of 17 journalists on
terromsm-related charges and
the detention of Amnesty
International activises have
anly fuetled tensions with
Brussals ower human rights.

The separation of power

The House of Bepreseniatives
voted by £19-1 10 impose new
sanctions o Rissds, Irnin and
Morth Kores and to give Con
Eress the powerto thwarl iy
attempt by the White House to
ease sanchions against Russia.
The billnow moves 1o the
Senate where if has asimilar
leve] if support enough 1o
override a veto by Mr Trump.

At a closed-door mesting in the
senale, Jared Koshner, Mr
Trump’sson-in-lew wha ks a
seniioT adviser 1o the president,
dented collusion between the
Trump campaign and R
officials.

With much of Washington
consumed by the Republicans’
wrangling overa health-care
bill and amendrments 1o pass a
“skinny" repeal of Obamacare,
Mr Trumip took 1o Teiiter 1o
announce & ban an trans-
gender people servingin the
armed foroes,

After just six months in the jol,
Soan Splcer guil as White
Honesg press sescretary ina
disagreement over Mr Trump's
appoiniment af a new com-
rrLinicatins dire chon Mr
Spicer's tenuwre was & troubled
one. He had & feisty relation-
ship with the media from the
stant, defending Mr Trump's
exaggerated claimy about the
size of hisinauguration crowd.
But hie weas shut out of the
president’s inner circles the
appointment of Anthony
Scaramuicct, a financier and
hrosdcasier known as "The
Mooeh™, i the top communi-
cations job was the final stras;

& seminal study

Research led by Americanand
lsraeliscientists sugaesied that
S ECT COLENTS BTLONE MEan in
rich countries kave fallen by
around 50% in four decades.
Chfrer siudies have made
simular claims in the past, but
have been criticised for bedng
unreliable. The latest analysis
combines results from 185
other papers and strongiy
suggests that the trend is real,
Seientists donot know wha is
causing the dechne: one candi-
date i hormone-distupting
chemicals used widely in
industry



