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The New Origins

of Technology

Ancient stone tools from Kenya
shatter the classic story of when
and how humans became innova-
tors. By Kate Wong
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Strange News

from Another Star

Is alien technology making Boya-
jian’s star flicker? It’s surprisingly
hard to rule out. By Kimberly
Cartier and Jason T. Wright
EVOLUTION

Missing Links

Defining human traits may have
emerged when we shed key pieces
of DNA. By Philip L. Reno
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The Global Warming
Wild Card

India’s energy decisions could
determine the fate of the planet.
By Varun Sivaram
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54 Schizophrenia’s

Unyielding Mysteries

Major gene studies have

failed to identify the disorder’s

causes, so scientists are

broadening the search.

By Michael Balter
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62 Split-Second
Reactions
Never before seen images of

drug proteins or photosynthesis
in action show how the molecules

work—or fail.
By Petra Fromme
and John C. H. Spence
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68 How to
Build a Dog

To test ideas of animal domestica-
tion, a bold experiment in Siberia

put evolution on a fast track.
By Lyudmila Trut and
Lee Alan Dugatkin
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ON THE COVER

Early human ancestor knaps stone tools, using
an anvil and hammerstone to remove sharp
flakes from a core. Archaeologists working in
Kenya have uncovered stone tools dating to

3.3 million years ago—the oldest artifacts in the
world. The discovery has upended conventional
wisdom about the origins of our genus, Homo.
Image by Jon Foster.
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How to build a better battery. By Datid Pogue
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atural world helps humans innovate. Intuition

can blind us to science. By Andrea Gawrylewski
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Torture still doesn't work. By Michael Shermer
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I'he greatest taboos In American science are

medical marjjuana and gun violence? By Steve Mirsky
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Why the Northwest Passage is so elusive. By Katie Peek
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The Eyes Never Lie

Richard Schwartz of the Graduate Center, City University
of New YorKk, uses eye-tracking technology to better under-
stand children with specific language impairment (SLI).
Go to www.ScientificAmerica n.com/may2017/sli
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