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China Gambles on Modernizing

Through Urbanization. . ...« cssscsssnssvrsssans Kristen Looney and Meg Rithmire
The government is moving hundreds of millions of villagers into cities, hoping to avoid the unpredict-
able social and political changes that such migrations have led to in other developing countries.

China’s Corruption Crackdown: War Without End?. . ............Andrew Wedeman
President Xi Jinping’s drive against graft has lasted longer and cut deeper than previous campaigns,
raising uncomfortable questions about the wealth accumulated by powerful officials and other elites.

A New President Aims to Change South Korea’s Course ............ David C. Kang

Moon Jae-in has vowed to engage with North Korea and end cozy ties between the government and
powerful business conglomerates—tasks that are easier said than done.

Vietnam’s Urgent Task: Adapting to Climate Change .. ........... Pamela McElwee
A nation that is one of the most exposed to the effects of a changing climate has yet to develop plans
that will protect its most vulnerable citizens rather than deepen inequality. First in a series on climate
adaptation around the world.

The Tightening Authoritarian GriponThailand................ Claudio Sopranzetti

While the military junta cracks down on street food vendors and others who contribute to a freewheel-
ing culture, a new king aims to stamp out even mild criticism of the monarchy.

Trump and the Asia-Pacific: Do the Ties Still Bind?............. ... ..Mark Beeson
The blustery new president is taking an “America first” approach to international relations that ignores
the history and benefits of US engagement in Asia. China is moving to fill the vacuum.

PERSPECTIVE

Recovering from Disaster, Reinventing Japan? .................... Susanne Klien

Civil society groups have helped meet social needs left unaddressed by the official response to the 2011
triple disaster. Their influence may be changing traditional patterns of rural neglect.
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Chronicles of China’s Spiritual Revival ... ............... ..., . . Robert P Weller
A veteran journalist explores the surprisingly varied and vibrant array of religious groups that are now
thriving in a country that is officially atheist but searching for something to believe in.

FOUR MONTH IN REVIEW
April-july 2017

An international chronology of events from April through July, country by country, day by day.



