OCTOBER 2017

CURRENT

HISTORY

A Journal of Contemporary World Affairs

0
R

RUSSIA AND EURASIA

Uneasy Adaptations

Everyday Life in Ukraine’s War Zone
Greta Uehling

The Orthodox Crusade Climate and Culture
Kristina Stoeckl Susan Crate

Revolutionary Legacies

Lenin’s Empire of Nations Moscow’s Universal Mission
Ronald Grigor Suny Jeremy Friedman

Plus:

R D:-nn:l(l:l nda_succeeds

m

1es

F5US $9.95C

5“IJI\ |
i ]7|

N

bb

i

o7



CURRENT HISTORY

CONTENTS

251  The Empire that Dared Not Speak Its Name:
Making Nations in the Soviet State.........................Ronald Grigor Suny

Guided by Lenin, the Soviet Union early on embraced the principle of self-determination for its con-
stituent peoples, even while retaining imperial charateristics—which proved to be a fatal contradiction.

258 The Revolutionary Roots of Russian Foreign Policy...............Jeremy Friedman
From the tsars to the revolution to the post-Soviet era, Russia has sought to offer the world an alterna-
tive to the Western model, yet it still wants to be considered a part of Europe.

264 Everyday Life in Ukraine’sWar Zone................cvcveesa....Greta Uehling

As violence has become part of the daily routine in war-torn eastern Ukraine, civilians are trapped in-
side the front lines. Many have adapted in surprising ways, but their trauma will long define the region.

271  The Russian Orthodox Church’s Conservative Crusade. . ......... . .Kristina Stoeckl

A resurgent Moscow Patriarchate is harnessing hostility to Western liberalism to pull Russia to the right
in both domestic and foreign policy. But divisions are emerging among the believers.

277  Climate Change Adaptation and
Traditional Cultures in NorthernRussia .................... v+ «vo..Susan Crate

The melting permafrost undergirds the Russian north and its rich diversity of local ecosystems and
cultures. Some indigenous groups are changing their livelihoods but reluctant to relocate. Second in a
series on climate adaptation around the world.

PERSPECTIVE

282 A Perfect Storm: American Media, Russian Propaganda.............. Sarah Oates

The Russian state-sponsored campaign to spread disinformation abroad has found fertile ground in the
United States, thanks to upheaval in the news media and politicians’ denegration of the press.

BOOKS
285 Broken Ties in the FerghanaValley............................Marianne Kamp

An anthropologist with long ties to a border town in Central Asia watched as nationalist sentiment
turned what had been an informal boundary into a hard divide between erstwhile neighbors.

THE MONTH IN REVIEW
288  August 2017

An international chronology of events in August, country by country, day by day.



