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*GOING, GIMING, GONE - far £2 to bidder Mo, 43, the
binily b e Last vonw, wehilte " The nuctloneer rattled
O oyt auetion pomber and locil lon as | bought the
mveriories of o lletime, packed into a 1950s biscuit tin.

I gave Lhe blscudt tin a shake and heard the ratile of
buttons lit the cover. ook a peek and saw hundreds
of buttons, badges and other trinkets glivtering b the
sunlight. Replacing the cover, | turned my attention
to the auctloneer, As | Ustencd to his cadince, my
eye cuught the movernent of g swiog on the from
vernndab. A poetite Ly with thinming Lair watched the
happenings in her garcen, hor eyes wrndering through
e crowel, trylng o find the faces of ber netghbonrs
and Triends

Carrying an srmiload of purchases o my car lter,

I chatred with her abour the large gathering and the

prices hor things were bringing

Her eyes reflected sorrow at the
passage of tirme and the loss of her
Independence. She would be moving
o i progressive nursing home in
town alter the sale,

I showed her the tin hox full of
buittons | was carrying, and she
Inoked up, tears glistening in her
oyis, | asked If she minded ({1 sat
with her for s while. She slid over on
her swing to give me room. Her eyes
fell to the box, and 1 removed the
cover 0 we could view the contents,
Her gnaried hands lifted o handful of
butioms hefore slowly dropping them

Her eyes fell to the box.
I removed the cover
s0 we could view
the contents

back imio the container. Her tiny fist
closed around a delicate pearl bunon
now yellowwith age,

She smiled as she told me abowt
the birth of her first child and the
special pearl-buttoned christening
outfit that would be worn by five
more habies before time wore it
thin, | put my hand inta the box

| and pulled out a large, dark brass
| military button that appeared to be

from World War 11, "From my first
hushand's umiform,” she said. "It
one of the few things | had to remind
me ofhim when he didn't return
home alive.”
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